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ERRATA, which quite pervert the Senſe. 


JAGE 5. Line 18. for Juſt read reftify. Ib. 1. 23. for in 
tenſive r. extenſive. p. 9. 1. 17. for Nations r. Stations, p. 13. 
L 17. for favoum r. favours. Ib. I. 22. for advancing r. advance. 
Þ- 17. I. 4. for Paſſage r. Paper. p. 24. I. 30. after ſome add who. 
p. 25. 1. 24. for encited r. excited, p. 26. 1, 33, for true r. free. 
p. 33. J. 35, 36. r. Congregations. p. 36. 1. 2 1. after Moderation as" 
us it. Other literal Miſtakes which do not diſguiſe the Senſe, 1 
pope w1ll be eraſed. J 
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| The Reader is deſired to 4 the following : 
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A is a Matter of Fact, that is almoſt 
knovn to every Body, that there 
= has been, of late Years, an Humour 
1 amongſt ſome. of our Miniſters of 
EM conforming to the Eſtabliſhment : 
l call it an Humour, becauſe it ſeems 
to have 1 and run as other Humours amongſt 
Men do. I would not be underſtood to inſinuate 
_ by this Term, as if theſe Gentlemen, many of them. 1 
have acted only from Whim, and without ſome 1 9 
ſon; but only, as there are certain Humours in acts 
ing, which, at certain Times, prevail and ſpread, 
one following the Example of another, pretty much 
as People follow Faſhions, ſo there may be ſomething 
of this Inclination, to do as others have done before 
e them, 


them, in the 


- amongſt the Diſſenters, and have complied with he | N 
Terms required by the Eftabliſhmem. It is the Buſineſs | 


; . Caſe, and the Effect it has upon the Diſſenting Intereſt, 


though every Man has certainly a Right of a 
to do it, without regarding the Sentiments of others 


_ ſomething to ſay in what thus paſſes in the 


and Chriſtian Love, he certainly has a Right of com- 4 
following Obſervations come up to this Character, 


| Cauſe which- he thinks to — of very great Impot- | 
| Valve for ſeveral of thoſe Gentlemen, whofe Conduct 


x 4 1 ow po eee, | 
delt Cafe. n the Ar 


of Fact is plain, that ſeveral Inſtances there have * 1 
been of late of Perſons that have left the Miniſtry : 


of this Paper to 21 ſome Obſervations upon that 


This cannot, I chink, be reaſonably cenſured as. 
an impertinent or improper Undertaking : woL 


in theſe Things as ſeems beſt to bimfell, and otght | ö [ 
concerning him; yet the Publick will en have 4 

ace ud * 
the World. And if any particular Perſon appre- 
hends he has any Remarks to make, which thay $ 


be of common Uſe and Advantage, and, in making 


them, keeps within the Bounds of Juſtice, Modeſty, 


municating them to the World. Whether or no the 


every Reader muſt judge, who will give himſelf the 
Trouble of looking over them. This the Author 


takes upon him to aſſure the World of, that he has 
no perſonal Views in m_—_ this Pamphlet: z and aims _ 
at nothing but promoring, by what he ſhaltſay, that 


5 


tance. He has a very great perſonal Reſpect and 


in this Matter he is remarking upon, and — 


but a common Good could have engaged him in 
ſuch an Undertaking. If he is miſtaken, or miſcar- 


ries in his Deſign, he muſt be forgiven, as many ann 4 
unſucceſsful well meaning Writer has been before F 


him. 
Some of thaſe Gentlemen, who have, of Jate Jens: 
deferted the Difſenting Intereſt, are Perfons of very 
nſidera ble Merit, in reſpect of their natural and 


acquired Endowments, and the — of their 


Lives. 


1890 


Lives Tue Change of their Sentim 


* 


” and the Non-Conformiſts, can make no Change as 
do their pefſonal Merit. I mention this here, not 
. only as a notorious Matter of Fact, but alſo to ſhew 
how ready we are ro give them the Hondur of it. 
And, by the way, I cannot but take Notice of one 
Particular, which demonſtrates that the Diſſenters, 
ſpeaking in general, act upon truly Catholick Prin- 
ciples, and will procure them a great deal of Ho- 
nour in che Eyes of all the worthy Part of Mankind, 
and yet may not be fo commonty known as it deſerves. 


My Meaning is, that ſeveral 'of thoſe who have con- 


formed from amongſt us, have owed their Prefer- 


ments in the Church to the good Offices of their old 


þ | Friends amongſt the Diſſenters: And I dare anſwer 
for it, that the Bulk of them will be ready always 
o juſtify, in every proper Inſtance, the high Eſteem 


. 
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be ſo fat from feflocting on them for leaving us, that 
ff they retain the ſame good Character, and improve 
their new Stations in the Church for more diſtinguiſh- 


| ed and intenſive Uſefulneſs, as they have Opporta- 


nity of doing, they will ſincerely rejoice in it; for 
we are far from being of that narrow Spirit ſome 


VvVoold make us. If ſo be that practical Religion is 


promoted, it diminiſhes none of our Joy therein, that 


* others are honoured of God in being the Inſtruments 


of it, But it will always grieve us, if, after ſuch a 
Change, we ſee them ſpend their Zeal in a fooliſh 


Earneſtneſs about impertinent Trifles, prejudice 
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they have for ſuch truly deſerving Perſons; and will 


a Goſpe-Miniſter. 


The far greateſt Part of the whole Number of 
4 ſuch as have conſormed, I mean ſince the Acceſſion 
x 


of his late Majeſty, for that is far enough back to 
carry our Conſiderations upon this Subject, 2 
>. | been 


Number of whom, however, is but ſma 
ſuch as have had no Opportunity of fixing them- 
ſelves at all, or, at leaſt, not in ſuch Places as were 
to their Inclination. And it has very frequently hap- 
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been young Perſons ; and thoſe either ſuch as have 
made no Attempts towards ſettling —_— us, the 


|, or elſe 


pen'd, that an-unſuitable Gaiety and Levity of Con- 
duct, which has render*d them unacceptable to the 
ſerious Part of our People, which all that know us 
will allow to be the far major Part; or an unſeaſon- 
able and imprudent Forwardneſs in diſcourſing upo 

ſome particular Schemes concerning the Diſputables 


- of Religion, have prevented their ſettling amongſt 
us, and conſequently thrown them upon this Change. 
And, whenever this may be the Caſe, we may be 


aſſured no reaſonable Perſon, when he comes into a 


graver and more thoughtful Stage of Life, will ap- 
prove it; for certainly a Man cannot be without 
Fault that will not part with ſome of the innocent 


Gaieties of Youth for the ſake of his publick Cha- 


racter and Uſefulneſs. Nor again, will any equitable 


Perſon ſay, but there may be, at leaſt, as much 
Fault in a Youth, who is juſt. come hot from his 
Education, and has his favourite Syſtem in his Hand, 


upon all Occaſions in his Diſcourſes, venting the 
Noſtrums of his own Scheme to the too great Neg- 


lect of Practicals, and of Decency towards many 


learned, thinking, pious Men in a different Scheme, 1 
as there can be, in any over Tenaciouſneſs of their 


particular Sentiments in the People. If Modeſty is a 
requiſite Qualification in a Learner, ſo it is in a 


Teacher, and eſpecially in a young and raw orie. 


4 


to be fact, no Wonder if a young Man will want 


Acceptance amongſt People, who enjoy a Freedom 


of Judgment and Choice. | 48 
There are ſome few Inſtances, indeed, where Per- 
ſons, in the Middle of Life, or further, have taken 


the Gown upon them, I believe, I may poſitively 
. 5 affirm, 


4 a 


Where either of the Caſes I have mentioned happens 


k 8 
[9] 
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affirm; that this Number does not amount to Ten 


in the Term of Time ſpecified before; and 1 


wiſh I had not Reaſon to ſay, that Imprudence 
in Conduct had too often render*d their Situation un- 
eaſy to them, and ſo put them under a Neceſſity of 
quitting their Poſts among us, which were by no 
means inconſiderable. i DO IRR 
It has been a pretty common Caſe to find ſome of 
thoſe, that have talked loudeſt on the Side of Liber- 
ty, and againſt Impoſitions of every ſort, going off 
from us to. the Eſtabliſhment.. This, I am apt to 
think, will appear odd and inconſiſtent enough to 
moſt conſidering People; not that to be in the Eſta- 
-bliſhment, and to have large and generous Senti- 
ments, and a diſreliſh of Impoſitions in Matters of 
Religion, are inconſiſtent Things. Where Men are 
educated that Way, and early brought under thoſe 
Incumbrances, before they judge right of the Nature 
of ſuch Things, and diſcern - the Conſequences and 
Tendency of them, there will be a vaſt Difference 
in the Cafe. Being educated in high Notions of 


Church-Power, and the Regards due to an Eſtabliſh- * 


ment, they may think Submiſſion their Duty. Af- 
terwards, when they look further, they may fall in- 
to freer opener Thoughts, which has often been 
the Caſe. And they may, with perfe& Integrity, 
and conſiſtently with the moſt generous Sentiments, 

hold thoſe Poſts they were poſſeſſed of before ; bur, 
I think, can hardly contribute any Thing to the 
Support of a Power uſurped over Conſcience. But 
all this is nothing at all to the Caſe of the Gentlemen 


mentioned before. It will be an hard Matter to un- 


derſtand how Men, that ſee, and are convinced of 
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' would: aceuſe theſe Gentlemen of having ſorſuken 
their free Sentiments, and being gone over into tlie 


High- Church Scheme: This would be concluding 
too much from the Premiſes which their Actions 
give us. Intereſt, Refentment, Pique, Raſhneſs, Er. 

may lead a Man to do many Things, which his pro- 


feſſed and cool Sentiments will not ſo well ſquare with. 


But, while we are thus apologizing for their Conduct, 


that we may rank them ſtill amongſt the Friends of 


Liberty, they muſt excuſe us if we think they for- 


got their own Sentiments when they conformed, and 


that we look upon them as the weakeſt. Friends that 


Liberty has, and the leaft to be ' depended * 
There is ane Thing that theſe Gentlemen plead for 


themſelves, which, I muſt freely own, I cannot ſuffi- 
ciently admire the Weakneſs of, They uſually fay, 
that as they cannot continue their Miniſtry among ft 


the Diſſenters, without ſubmitting to ſome Hard- 
Mips and Impoſitions; therefore, they think, it is 


better to do it once for all, where there is ſome ſhew 


of Authority for requiring it, namely, in the Eſta- 
bliſhment: The plain Engliſʒ of which is this; that 


as, in ſame Points of Divinity, they are in different 
Ways of thinking from the generality of the common 
—_— they muſt either ſmother their Thoughts on 
L 


Headz, or belie them; or elſe, it may be, 


loſe the Favour of their Hearers, and conſequent] 


their Uſefulneſs among them; and therefore they will ; 


take a bold Leap once for all, and belle their Senti- 
ments. with a Witneſs, by ſolemnly - declaring and 
ſubſcribing, as true and Chriſtian Doctrine, what, 
in their Conſciences, they are convinced is not ſo. 
It muſt be owned, this is a very hard Caſe, on all 


not conſiſtently make any Declarations, or deliver 


any Doctrine contrary: to his own Sentiments z nor 
yet can an honeſt Man, in Points of real Tmportanee, 
where the Life and Practice of Religion is concern'd, 
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esple, what ſeems to him the whole Counſel of God. 
But yet, on the other hand, I-think a Man owes ſo 
much to his Acceptance and Uſefulneſs, as not need- + 
Jefly, about diſputable Points, where probably one 
humane Interpretation may Juſt as much affect Pra- 
Etice as another, to ſet himſelf to oppoſe the received 
Explication, 1 to do it in an aſſuming 
dogmatical Way. Nor can ſuch Conduct be called 
7 infffcere; I would never practiſe or encourage that; 
nor, for any Conſideration whatſoever, baulk a ne- 
ceſſary Truth, though it ſhould happen to be diſa- 
greeable. And where a Man cannot in ſuch a Caſe 
Aicher e his Conſcience and keep his Pot, it is cer- 
dainly fis Duty to quit it and follow his Conſcience: 
But then, this can lay a Man under no manner of Ob- 
ligation to conform. He may live uſefully, and obtaii 
a Subſiſtence, in many civil Nations, with much more 
.- Honour both to his Integrity and to Truth: And 
it will certainly give him much better Reflections to 
| da fo, than to manage himſelf and ſtrain a Point, in 
1 order to comply with what he does not thoroughly 
approve of. And after all, at this Time of Day, it 
muſt be owned, there is ſo much of a Free Spirit in 
the Laity amongſt the Diſſenters, that, unleſs in 
ſome very few Caſes, a Man, if he acts with tolerable 
Prudence and Temper, may uſe all needful Li- 
berties, and not be in pain for the Conſequence: 
Thus much was neceſſary to ſay in Juſtice to our 
=” People. But indeed, to inſiſt upon the acknowledged 
| * * Truths, and plain Practicals of Religion, will be 
every Miniſter's both wiſeſt and moſt uſeful Courſe, 
whether he be in the Eſtabliſhment, or out of it. 
It has moſtly happened, that the Inſtances we have 
had of Perſons taking Orders in the Church from 


near the Metropolis. I ſhall not pretend to enquire 
into the Reaſons that might be aſſigned for this Cir- 
Cumſtance, but -ſhall mention one certain Conſe- 
== quence of it; namely; that by this Means they have 
Mc... oi | been 


amongſt us, have been of ſuch as have reſided in r e 


Dandlomely ſtared in a late Faper, called, Ar Inquiry 
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been more taken Notice of, and made a much greater 
Noiſe in the World. A 


And after all the Noiſe that has been made about it, me 
J verily believe, that if we were to hays an exact nif 


Lift drawn of ſuch as have „ it would not 
amount at the higheſt to above Fifty, throughout the 
Kingdom, in the Term mentioned. I do not ſay this 


without Foundation © . St 
And yet, though this Number is ſo ſmall, I muſt P. 
frankly acknowledge I cannot help. admiring that it u] 
has been ſo great; for in my Mind, after having Ce 
viewed the Caſe all round, the Temptation to Con- tO: 


formity is very weak, and a Man muſt have a pretty 


ſtrong Biaſs that Way, before he can find out any | C 
ſufficient Reaſon to juſtify it to himſelf... 1 
The Merits of the Cauſe debated between the +! 
Church and us, are the ſame they have been for ma- 
ny Years laſt paſt; and I think it is a clear Caſe, that 
the Advantage of the Arguments lies mightily on our | 
Side, both in the Caſe of Miniſterial and Lay-Con- 4 


formity ; for, though there are Inconveniences and | ). . 


Defects in our Scheme, and no Scheme in this World 
will ever be perfectly clear of them, yet, certainly, we 
have much 5 than the Eſtabliſhment, and there is 
one Advantage in our Caſe which theirs has not, viz. 
That if Ufe and Practice ſhews any Thing to be at- 
tended with Inconveniences that were not foreſeen, we 


have a Power in every Society of correcting them, 


and for the moſt Part are neither aſhamed nor afraid 


of exerting it, when Occaſion requires; whereas the 7 


Eſtabliſnment acts upon the Principles of Perfection 
and Infallibility, though they are diſclaimed. This 
Debate, as to the Caſe of Impoſitions, Subſcriptions, 
and Ceremonies and Modes of Worſhip, has been 
inio the Cauſes, &c. However, there is one Thing 
which that Gentleman, as I remember, has taken no 
Notice of, and yet, I think, is too material to be omit- 
ted ; I ſhall cherefore add it to that Account of the 
1 —. e 
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| Argument on the Side of the Diſſenters. What I 
mean, is their Privilege of chooſing their own Mi- 
niſters, which they have a Right ro in Nature and 
Conſcience. For as Religion is a perſonal Thing, 
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and it is an Abſurdity to transfer the Care of it to 


N another; and, as a Man's Happineſs in the future 


Duare will depend upon his Improvements in real 
Piety in this; and, as %%% will alſo depend very much 


upon the Miniſterial Inſtruftions he ſits under, it is 


certainly a Matter of the higheſt Concern, that he 


take the beſt Meaſures he can for his own Advantage 


in this Reſpect, and conſequently have the Right of 
| Sar: his own Miniſter, Now, when one ſingle Per- 
ſon has the Nomination of a Miniſter for a whole ng 


riſn, or a conſiderable Number of Souls, he may in 


. 


deed uſe his Power, and ſometimes actually does it, in 
ſuch a Manner as to promote their ſpiritual Welfare, 
by fixing amongſt 1 chit a ſerious, worthy, painful, 
learned Man; yet it is moſt certain here is an Ha- 
zard run whether he will or no, and the People can 
do it beſt for themſelves: They are moſt concerned 
for their own Happineſs, and therefore, it is to be 
7 ſuppoſed and hoped, they will take the moſt Care of 
it; and then they can beſt judge whether a Man's 
© Miniftrations are ſuch as they can reap Advantage 
from. And really, as it ſeems odd, and an Abſurdity 
to be preſcribed to, though we may be adviſed, in the 
| Choice of the Phyſician or Lawyer we ſhall uſe; ſo it 


* is much more ſo, that this Matter ſhould be takes 


from the People, whoſe proper concern it is; and 
given to another, who it may be knows but little of 
them; is never Reſident amongſt them; has no Con- 


cern about the em; but happens to have the Right of 


4, Preſentation? nd has ſome Favourite or Dependant 
to oblige with the Living. This would be an inſu- 


perable Difficulty with me, was | of the Clergy or 


of the Laity: In the one Caſe, I could not bear the 


9 Thought of having the People robbed of their Right 


in ſo tender an Article; nor could I bear the Thought, 
= _- B 2 in 


p t 12 3 Z 
in ha other, of being thrown. upon a People, no 
only it may be without their Conſent, but contrar 1 
to their good Liking, and ſo be a Grievance and But pl 
den to them all the Days of my Life To have th 
Choice and Affections of his People, is next to being 3 
uſeful. among them, (and without thoſe Affection P 
there is bur ſmall Proſpect of Uſefulnels) the greateſ 12 
Pleaſure of a Miniſter's Life, when he knows the 
Nature of his Office. It may be ſaid here, that th. 5 
Peop le of the Church of Exgland have this Privilege, 
for they may chuſe a 1 when they pleaſe. 19 0 
would only obſerve, that if they may do it, and 8 
actually do in the City, or in ſome large Parithes, A 
they cannot in ſmall ones, not being able to ſupport 1 
ve Expence. And after all, if I miſtake not, this t 

rivilege is very precarious 3 for a Rector, or Vicar it 
may refuſe a Lecturer the Uſe of his Pulpit, and ſo 
defeat the End of their Liberty; ſo that it may hap- & 
pen they may have no Relief, but in ſeparate volun- 
tary Societies. In one Word, the Privilege of the 


People to chooſe their own Miniſters, with a Power 
of preventing the ill Conſequences of a Miniſter's, be- 
ing too independent upon his People, and of con- 
ſufting and determining concerning the beſt Meaſures 
to be taken for promoting the Benefit of the Society, 

; 


and of judging concerning the proper Subjects of 
Church- Communion, 1s, in my Opinion, alone worth 
diſſenting for. It is true, where Men act according 
to theſe Principles, it will neceſſarily occaſion them 
ſome temporal Difficulties ; but I am ſure it is worth 
the while to ſubmit to them. From what has been 
laid, it will appear that there cannot be much ſaid from 
the Merits of the Cauſe, to lead Men to Conformity 
who are educated otherwiſe, It can hard! y be, that 


2 r 


hey can do it from a Senſe that it is their Duty ſa. 


to do, only they can make a. ſhift to make it eaſy 0 

themſelves. 8 3 

Nor yet can Intereſt be reaſonably 8 ſo great : 

.Þ.8 the preſent Calc, as to move Ya ſtrongly, If we 
| may 


* 


15 ay judge by the Succeſs of the greateſt Part of 
them that have tried this Way, it will be pretty 
plain that we ought not to carry our Expectations 
Very high, When Livings become vacant, the Right 


on p atrons; or the Clergy, either the Biſhops, Col- 
tel Meges, or Dean and Chapters; or elſe in ſome Bodies 


thi Corporate, as the Mercer's Compapy, Sc. The 


the Livings in the Gift of the Crown, are uſually but ſmall. 


à different Sort of Perſons; and conſequently ſuch as 
"Theſe I am ſpeaking of, who are, for the moſt Part, 
geſtitute of proper Friends, and the proper Methods 
Ort "of Application, muſt expect to be the laſt taken No- 
his tice of. Ecclefiaſtics will aſſuredly be fo faithful to 
the Intereſts of their own Body, as to beſtow their Fa- 
vour upon the Members of it. And if Advowſons 
p- continue to be bought up and brech a the Cler- 


'£y, as they have been ſaid to be pretty much of late, 
this will narrow the Compaſs more ſtill. And this, 
er "by the way, ſeems to me to have fo dangerous a 
e- Tendency to advancing that Power and Indepen- 
n- Qgency of the Clergy, which ſome are ſo eager for, 
es that it well. deſerves to be taken into Conſideration, 
„ Whether a Law to put ſome Bounds to this Engroſſing 
of of Livings, may not be as neceſſary now, to the Se- 
h ceurity of the State, as the Statute of Mortmain for- 
merly. But to paſs this: As to Bodies Corporate, it 


the beſt neither. Conſequently upon all this, there 
cannot be a great deal expected in the Way of Inte- 


reſt from Conformity. The beſt Preferments cer- 
— Painly⸗ 5 be preſerved for other Hands, BE fo FRY q _ 


2 Reaſons which a common Underſtanding will readily 
ſuggeſt. And indeed, in Fact, Things have ſome- 


times been ſo managed, as to ſnew they have not been 


over: ſolicitous to draw us this Way, unleſs fine Pro- 
miſes and delayed Performances have any great Influ- 


* 


Sf Preſentation is either in the Crown, ar in private 


As to private Patrons, they are generally engaged to 


8 MN 

n 4snogreat Number of Livings, comparatively ſpeak- 
h ing, that falls within their Gift; and they none of 
n 

1 

Y 

C 


ence. 


ence. Intereſt, indeed, is but a ſordid View to go 
vern in this Caſe. However, I thought it could not 
be amiſs to mention in this ſhort Manner, how little, 
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commonly ſpeaking, there is even of this to work 


upon a Man; and yet I fear, whether in fome Caſes 


this is not the firſt Mover in this Change; but how- 
ever, was the Proſpect of Intereſt never ſo great in 
this Way, 1 could have but a very deſpicable Opini- 


be. of that Man who could be influenced by it. 


in my Opinion, is there any thing more 
WL to diſpoſe any Man to Conformity, in that 
ſtale Pretence, the Peace of the Church, I know, 
indeed, that this has been pleaded often as an Argu- 
ment: to draw us over; and very moving Lamentati- 
ons there have been made, in tender Language and pa- 
thetic Metaphors, by ſome dear Sons of the Church, 
ſetting forth how unnaturally and barbarouſiy he has 
been uſed, and her very Bowels torn out, by our Se- 


paration. There is ſomething, indeed, very pier- 
_ cing in ſuch ſort of Strains; ſome Hearts are ſo ten- 
der as to have been deeply ſtruck by them, and have 


profeſſed, that their leaving us has been owing to this 


Cauſe. I cannot help admiring at their great Senſi- 


bility 3 and at the ſame time obſerving, that there is 
very füge Reaſon for it: For I always thought, and 


müſt, I believe, continue to think ſo, that Peace 
conſiſts in an Harmony of Affection, and not in the 


Sameneſs of Opinion, or in a Uniformity of Practice; 


but rather ſeems to ſuppoſe a Difference in theſe 


two latter Articles:: And if ſo, the Peace of © a 
Church may be as much preſerved, though I, or a 


Number worſhip God in a Way different from de 
her Sons do; as if the whole Nation was to think and 


plactiſe allke to a tit tles It may beſo, if 1 purſue” 


my own Apprehenſionb with Quietneſs and Modera- 


tion, and the Church is eaſy with my — 0 It is 


Pride, Domination, Wrath, Contention, Envy, and 


the like, that break Peace, and not meerly having 
different Thoughts and Practices in thefe Fhings. 
i And 


1 


J | And there may be altogether as much of that. bad 
Spirit, and actually has been, within the Pale of the 
| Church, as out of it. So that my. being, or not being i in 
®M the Eſtabliſhment, makes nothing either for or againſt 


the Peace of the Church; but Things would remain 


F juſt as they were in this Reſpect, let me, or others 


do as they will. And conſequently there is no Strength 


1 in this Plea. If it has any Meaning, it can be only 
this, that the Peace of the Church is then alone pro- 
moted, when the Rulers ef it have their Will and 


their Way. 


It has been urged, as an \ Argnmenc to prevail 
with ſome to enter into the Eſtabliſhment, that by 
that Means ſome wiſhed for Alterations might, in a 


Courſe of Time, be obtained; but, in my Opinion, 


with very little Face of Probability. It is true, in- 

deed, that there are many Moderate Men, who do 

not think the Conſtitution of their Church ſo perfect, 
but that it might admit of ſome Improvements, par- 

| ticularly in the Point of Diſcipline; but there never 


has yet been that happy Juncture, when a Majority 


was of this Stamp; and I very much queſtion, whe- 
ther there ever will. There is Reaſon to think, that 
the Majority will always be of the Mind of a cer- 
| tain Doctor, who has lately gravely told us, That 
they cannot be too zealous for the Forms of the Church. 
1 And that Reformation is good, when Reformation is want- 


ing; but that to be always reforming, is no reforming at 
all. We are not at a Loſs for his Meaning. And, 
indeed, could a Majority be found of this condeſcend- 


1 * Ing, healing Spirit among the Clergy, which how- 


ever I think there are many certain Indications, is not 


Fact among ſuch as may conſtitute the Lower-houſe 


Pf Convocation, whatever may be the Caſe in the 


ja (the Moderation of many. of whoſe Members 
wie have very grateful honourable Thoughts of) what 
then? Does not the Act of Union abſolutely cut off 
u Hopes from it? Dr. Calamy has judiciouſly 
* this very Obſervation, and e it 1 the 
E ame 


[367] 

fame Purpoſe long ſince, in his hiſtorical Additions 

to his Abridgment of the Life of Mr. Baxter, at the | 
Year 1706, p. 693, 6. And if this be ſo, then 

1 there can be no manner of Strength in the Plea I am 

| now taking notice of. But ſuppoſing there is Room 

yet left to expect any ſuch Alterations to be made, 

thoſe that conform from amongſt us, muſt have pret- 

ty ſanguine Hopes to imagine they ſhould ever be 


— 


| ſo ſituated in the Church, as to give them Conſide- 
| ration enough to have any Influence upon ſuch a 
| Work, ſhould it ever be ſet forward. : 


There are ſome other Conſiderations that may be 

thought of here, which are of ſmaller Moment in- 

deed, but yet need not be wholly omitted. If theſe 

Gentlemen ſucceed, and are taken Notice of in the 

| Church, the Conſequence will be, and in Fact is; 

| - that many of her native Sons will hate them, and 

| envy them, as ſtanding in their Places, and eating 

their Bread. This will give a generous Mind ſomne 

inward Chagrin: Again, a great deal; as to their 

Acceptance with their new Friends, will depend uon 

| what they ſee to be their Carriage towards their old 

Ones. it they negle& us, and break off all free +»; 

friendly Intercourſe with us, then the Party they are 

gone over to will careſs and hug them as their dear 

riends, eſpecially if they can throw out a virulent _ | 

| Reflection now and then upon the Diſſenters; but 

| | 
| 
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then, if they have any Gratitude or Generoſity ii 

their Tempers, they muſt abhor themſelves inwardly 

for doing fo. But, if they continue to ſpeak hand. 
' fomely and honourably of us; if they are willing to 

live with us; and carry towards us in a friendly Chri- 2M 
ſtian Manner; they will be looked upon ſhily, ang 
wich coldneſs, and deemed Falſe B rethren by a great * 
many. In a Word, it is at beſt but an awkward un- 
eaſy Situation they are got into, and much good maß 
it do them. . F 5 


l have made theſe Reflections upon the little Reaſon 
—— 8 there 


e 
„ 1 


The End of all that has been hithetto ſaid, is this! 
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9 there is for quitting cle Miniſtry among the Diſſen⸗ 
3 ders, and exerciſing it in the Church, only for the 
Sake of contributing a little towards the Stopping 
4 that Humour, if this Paſſage ſhould fall into che 
Hands of any that are warping that Way. 1 have 

4 no deſign; by any Thing I have ſaid, to caſt any in 
© vidious Reflection upon any; that is the fartheſt from 
E my Thoughts. I have very honourable Thoughts 
of many worthy Members of the Church- Commu- 
nion, and as heartily as any Man reverence them for 
their Learning, Piety, Moderation, and Uſefulneſs. 
Nothing that I have ſaid, which I thought my View 
in this Pamphlet required, will, IJ hope, be eſteem- 
ed an Abuſe of that Liberty which the Government 
? gives us; far be any ſuch Thing from me. I hope, 
4 there is not a Diſſenter in England, but has a grate- 
ful Senſe of the Lenity of our Governors towards 
B us, and would abhor the Thought of abuſirig it in 
any Inftances; no ſuch Baſeneſs or Ingratitude would 
F 1 by any means encourage or countenance. 

My Deſign in the Obſervations made upon the 
Cle mentioned in the Beginning of this Paper, is 
to have an Opportunity of conſidering a Conſe- 
40 drawn from it. Nothing is more common, 
than the Belief that the Diſſenting Intereſt is upon 
the Decline. © Our own People have got that Notion: 
| "Many in the Eſtabliſhment have got it alſo, and are 
£1 not a lictle pleaſed with it. Whether the Fact is ſo 
| i! or no, I ſhall enquire preſently. © In the mean Time, 
I would obſerve, that the Opinion that it is, has 
Y Pprung from the Inſtances that have happened of Per- 
ſions who have conformed as Miniſters : But, certzinly, 
| more is concluded'from this Fact than it will bear. 
A The Number of ſuch is too ſmall ro build ſuchan 

Opinion upen: To loſe a matter of Fifty, or ſup- 

0 PS it One hundred, in ſixteen Years time, out of 
eo large a Body, as the Diſſenters of all Denomina- 
"1 ons $'throughour the Kingdom are, can be ho ſuch _ 
A C "great 
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great Matter ſurely; nor, generally ſpeaking; has . 
their Conſideration amongſt us been ſo great, as to 
make up what was detective in point of Number. It 
may be thought, that they have drawn off a Num- 
ber of tar F riends along ich them; and, ir | 
it might have been rea RAN e to imagine, that the 
dvantages of intimate Friend 117 might pt given 
hem the Opportunity of 3 7 ating, into ſore of 
the Laity, that ſtopd in that Relation to them, the 
flame Thoughts of the Matter they had themſelyes : 
And it can of be ET but now TT then, in fact, 
it has been ſo; but not to any great Degree Degree: And I. 
my ſelf, have known where it has been endeayqured, 
1 with operable Succeſs ; and they. have met with 
hamefyl ge One Thing it is neceſſary to ob- 
ſerye, 575 er thaſe Gentlemen have 
left, thoſe of them t Et git us, dure 
gever 5 a & As, acancies they 
had m I Meeting-E e been under 
ro ce * 2 ing buys repay ſuch.an ol. 


rely hope, and JerS, ey never 
ES can 1 and ju Ne ly. be Merl, e ck, 
om Page P % we may have over- 


edu 5 K. Neighbours the Church 
4125 * NY 5 I Prov young Miniſters 
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ed, « ments. to. be e. 
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* . lag bor Diſſenting Miniſters, and the Mode- 
ration profeſſed among us with e 4 


i eres, it is nathing extraordinary, that in ſuck 
umbers as je Gu cated, among 710 ſome Mee 
go Over to t hurg ; 13 — there 
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great a diſlike to as 
Are Chriſtians, and as furely they are not Cotiformiſts; 
and therefore, according to ſtrictneſs, they ought to be 
mentioned, when we are reckoning the Strength of 
"the Diffenters, as ſuch. But I ſhall wave them, and 
_ only ſpeak of the three Denominations. Now to 


 Woildin general grows more populous ; and ERup⁵Mj 


x F 36 not grow chibotr of Inhabitants tian 
Pn a 
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As t6 tlie Cafe it ſelf; the Decay of our Thtereft, 1 


'thikk ſeveral very conſiderable Things may be faid 
againſt it. The Diſſenters, it is well known, confiſt 


of People of ſeveral Denominations, each of which is 


ſtin&t from the other, and manages its own Affairs 


by it ſelf : Theſe Denominations are principally three, 
Fresbyterians, Independants, and Baptiſts; I fay 
"principally three, becauſe there is a Body of People 


amongft us, which makes no contemptible Part of 
the Community, called Quakers. Now, though 


* £ 


many of their Principles and Practices we have as 
h 


\ers can have, yet ſurely they 


make out the common Opinion, the Decreafe muſt 


de common to all the Three; or at leaft the Decreaſe 


df One, or Two, muſt outdo the Increafe of the 


© Other, But how do we prove this? I am apt to 
think this will not be an eaſy Matter to do; and that 
Evidence wilt be found wanting. It will be difficult 


£6 Know the ture State of the Intereſt, not only of 


All che Denoniinations, but of one only; becauſe 
there is frequently a want of Communication be- 
tween them. And yet this _ be done, and alſo 
an Account taken of the paſt 


oun State of Things as 
as the preſent, in order equitably to ballance 5 


them, and judge whether we loſe Ground or no; 
he Cafe —WE are to reckon, moreover, the In- 
_ Creaſe of Births amongſt us. All own, that the 


herwiſe we Mall have a lame arlt{ imperfect Idea of 


t was; and that Part of its Inhabitatits who are 


enters, have this Fabulty of Multiplication it 


2 from 
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am God upon them to hinder their Fruitfulneſs ; 3 
this therefore muſt be taken into the Account. For 
meerly to have a Number of our Communion leaving 
us, and going over to the Eſtabliſhment, is not a 
Proof of the Decreaſe of our Intereſt ; unleſs that 
Number is found to exceed the Proportion, in which ?! 
our Births, thoſe I mean that grow up to Maturity, A | 
outdo our Burials. — And even if it ſhould be found _ 
to be ſo, this will not prove the Point, our De- 
cay in general : For it is to be remembered, that as 
| ſome deſert us and go to Church; ſo ſome deſert the 
Church and come to us. Several Inſtances there are 
of this in the Neighbourhood where J live, and in 
many other Places a great many more. And in Fact 
it is found, that the Intereſt thrives in many Places, 
which has been taken Notice of already in ſome late 
Papers. Even in the Metropolis, there are ſeveral 
Congregations, within theſe few Years, that have 
been raiſed almoſt from nothing; as there may be 
others which have ſunk conſiderably below what they 
were. All theſe Things muſt be conſidered, and 
weighed one againſt the other, to know the preſent 
State of our Affairs; and I am very much inclined 
to think, -that where that is equitably done, we ſhall 
nor be found in that decaying Way we are commonly 
ſaid to be. I have inſiſted the longer upon this, be- 
cauſe the very prevailing of the Notion. of our De- 
cay, has tended to help it forward; and has actually 
driven away ſome from us, being aſhamed to conti- Y 
nue of, as they thought it, a ſinking Cauſe. Juſt © 
as in che common Affairs of the World, the Whiſ- 
Ppering about that a Man is going to break, is one of 
the ſureſt Ways to ruin him. Upon the whole, 
have but ſeldom known, that where a Miniſter has 
been a practical lively Preacher, a Man of a pious 
and exemplary Life, and who has carried himſelf _ 
with Wiſdom -and Prudence amongſt his People, i160 
Sgt: the Intereſt died under him; but, on the Ban, 0 
55 | an 
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hand, has held its own, if not thiriven and flouriſh; 
red. And it ſeems to me, that all our Decays are 
local only, and do not extend to the whole, The Re- 


mainder of this Paper will be employed in aſſigning 
what ſeem the Cauſes of this local Declenſion, after | 
have premiſed the Reaſons that induced me to make 
Frhem public. 5 
I have a deep Senſe upon my Mind of the Impor- 
| tance of maintaining the Diſſenting Intereſt; and 
therefore, if I could be at all inſtrumental in ſerving 
it, it would give me great Pleaſure ; with this View 
I] have ventured theſe Thoughts abroad. My Senſe 
of the Importance of the Cauſe I am appearing for, 
goes upon theſe Principles: Our Diſſenting is a pub- 
lick ſolemn Proteſt againſt all human Power and Au- 


* 


* 


* 


e nen 
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e  thority in the Concernments of Religion. A Multi- 
1 tude of us evidently act upon this Principle, to the 
e neglect of our temporal Intereſts : This is the Caſe 
e with the Laity univerſally, who by falling in with 


y the Eſtabliſhment, would fave themſelves the Ex- 

d - | pence of ſupporting ſeparate Societies, and often feel 

t the Sweet of it in their Trades alſo: And as to our 

d Miniſters, it is as certain, that for the Sake of their 

11 = Conſciences they ſubmit to conſiderable Hardſhips. 

y Ik commonly happens, that a Book-keeper's Poſt in a 

- _ Counting-houſe, or the Office of a common Exciſe- 

- man, ſhall bring in more temporal Profit than their 

y Incomes and Advantages 3 and conſequently they 

cannot be actuated by Intereſt. Now to ſpeak freely, 
cConſidering the Humours of the Age in regard of 

- _ Chriſtianity, Iam clearly of Opinion, that ſo ſolemn 

f a Diſclaim of human Mixtures, and human Autho- 

I rity in the Things of Religion (which have ever been 

s the greateſt Bane and Prejudice to it) and purſued ſo 

s ⁵ thoroughly, and in ſo diſintereſted a Way, is one of 

f the beſt Expedients to ſupport the Credit of it. 
Again, our Cauſe is one with the Cauſe of Liberty 

civil and eccleſiaſtical, Our Fore- fathers have all - 
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along made noble Stands, eſpecially againſt all In. J 


ings of the Star-Chamber, we ſhall always 
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eroachments upon feligiotis Liberty, and the Pro- WW 
greſs of ſpiritual Tyranny, When we remember W* 
Arch-biſhop Laud, the Caſe of Dr. Leighton, and the 


own they did well: But whenever it appears that the F* 
Laugdean Spirit is dead, and not aſleep: only, I ſhall * 


their Principles; but not till then. 


This Zeal for ecclefiaſtical Liberty, does the more I 


recommend the Diſſenting Intereſt at preſent, as the 


main Body of em have acquired more large, gene- 


with pleafure diſown the Neceſſity of acting upon mi 


rous, and catholick Sentiments than even their Fore- 


fathers, and utterly diſclaim all thoſe Encroachments 
upon the Conſcience; which ſome amongſt 'em for- 


of our Hiſtory ſince Queen Elizabeth, that the ſeve - 
ral Struggles againſt arbitrary Power in the ſucceed- 
ing Reipns; were chiefly ſupported by the Influence 

thoſe of our. Principles, efpecially among the mid- 
dle Rank of People; and to this principally muſt be 


_ Government in thoſe: Days, and the Enmity of the 


elaring abſolutely for paſſive Obedience to the Crown, 
as well as Submiſſion to the Church, was thought 


the Church of England, who are hearty in the Inte- 
reſts of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, to conſider, whe- 


| ther they do not owe the Succeſs of their Endeavour 


in Favour of it, principally to the zealous, unſſiaken, 
and difintereſted Attachment of the Proteſtant Dif- 


ſenters to the Succeſſion; and conſequently, wlether 

an encreaſe and ſtrengthening of their Intereſt, rather 
than any diminution of it, be not to be wiſhed for 
by: all the Friends of the preſent Eftabliſhment. . And 


merly were but too apt to favour. As to civil Li- 
berty, it is evident to all that take an impartial View F 


aſeribed the Hardſhips brought upon them by the F 
High- Church ever ſince; and therefore, their de- 


the proper Teſt by which to try and harraſs em. 
And ever at this Bay, it concerns the Gentlemen of 
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Ibis Firmneſs of the Diſſenters is the more to be ob- 


f "Terved on the Account of the ſeveral Diſcourage- 
+ Jents they bave continued under ever ſince the Re- 
e Platon, from the 7% 4, the uncertainty of the 
aus about their Schools, whereby they have been 
e Spoled ta many vexatious Proſecutions, and the 
1 $01 Behaviour of thoſe who have been in the Ad. 
$ Miniſtration from time to time, with reſpect to any 
thing propoſed in their Favour, A piece of Policy, 
+ Which it is apprehended can N tend to ſtrengthen 
e the Intereſt of the preſent Royal E amily amongſt us, 


While ic weakens the Hands of thoſe who have been 
by all manner of Principles always among the ſureſt 


>. *» Bae 2 C 
e eadieſt Friends of it, and who are alſo both a 
A 


Very numerous and wealthy Part of the Nation, and 
- Mve ſo large an Influence on the Trade of it, the 


„ Feat Source of the Riches and Power of the Kings 
e. om. And as I have mentioned Trade, I may ven- 


* ture to affirm, this, alſo is a Proof of the great Im- 
i. Prtance of the Diſſenting Intereſt to the Welfare 
J. and Proſperity of the Nation; ſince the Encreaſe of 


„ Kin ſeveral valuable Branches, is very much to be 
de ribed to the Liberty wich which they have been 
de _voured ſince the Revolution; and its flourifhing 


ate, is in a good meaſure the Fruit of the Sobriety, 
© Mligence, and Application of that Body of Men; 
ht 8 which no other Evidence need be given than this, 

* that in thoſe, Towns and Parts of the Kingdom where 


i 4 Trade thrives moſt, there the Diſſenters are moſt con- 

a. erable for Numbers and Wealth © © 

e. here is another thing that alſo very much de+ 

irs ® es the Conſideration of the Laity of the Church 
” or England, which is, that the Freedom they enjoy | 
R 
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Power enough in their Hands to cruſh their Oppo- "A q 
nents, it is evident with what a high Hand they RX 


carried it over the Laity. Not to ſpeak of the 


Times of Popery; in King Charles the Firſt's Reign, 
the Lord Faullland, and others even of the Royaliſts, 
in Parliament, found reaſon to make the ſevereſt 
Reflections upon that Spirit of Pride and Domination 
which then diſcovered it ſelf in the Clergy, and com- 
plained how hard they bore upon all who would not 
tamely ſubmit to their arbitrary Will and Pleaſure. 


Nor is ſuch a Spirit peculiar to one ſort of Clergy- 


men: In all Ages and Places where they have had 
Wealth and Power, and their Adverſaries have been 
too weak to make any Oppoſition, there has been too 


* a Diſpoſition to tyrannize over the Laity, and 
y upon em whatever Burdens they pleaſe, to which 


they muſt either patiently: ſubmit, or incur the Cen- 


ſure of Enemies to Religion and the Church; the Rea- 
Ton of which is, not any thing in the Nature of the 


Office, but becauſe the Wealth and Authority at- 


tending it, draws into it Men of worldly Minds and 


ſelfiſn Views, to whom therefore it is natural to abuſe 
the Influence their Office gives them, to advance 
their own ſecular and ambitious Deſigns. It is plainly \ 
. owing to the Numbers of Diſſenters amongſt us, that 
the People are encouraged to oppoſe any unreaſonable 
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Encroachments of the Clergy, and that they, on their 


Part, are more modeſt and cautious in ſetting up by 


their exorbitant Claims; tho? even now there are 


ſome can't forbear ſhewing what they would be at, 


had they Power equal to their Inclination. IT would _* 


1 not here be underſtood, as if the Diſſenters had ſet 
= . themſelves up as declared Adverſaries to the Clergy ; | 
| ._ -. a on the contrary, it muſt -be confeſſed by all who 2 
have Candour and Gratitude enough to do us Juſtice, 
that the Clergy have much fairer Quarter from thjge 


Diſſenters, than is uſually given by oppoſite Parties 


one to another: Since they are not only as ready to 


Freat e em wit all "ry e Reſpent, and to pay em all 
M | Fheir legal Dues, as any of their on People, but are 
4 4 generous in their voluntary Contributions and Pre- 
N, fents to em on every Occaſion, eſpecially to Perſons 


4 4 Merit 3 and even thoſe of a different Character, 
rare ſeldom ſo ſeverely cenſured by thi enters, as 
4 y thoſe of their own Church. 


Once more, it ſeems to me that " different par- 
ot ties amongſt us, are, in the Hand of Providence, 
Inſtrumental of à great deal of good. I have read of 

. ſome States, where different Parties have been main- 


Je 7 —— for politic Reaſons, to keep a Ballance, and 
N fſupport the publick Peace; and why it may not be 
D | Avinerhing like it in the Caſe of Religion I cannot ſee. 
1 In Fact, the Proteſtant Separation has in ſeveral 


Places reduced the Papal Faction within natrower 
Limits, and to greater Decency in many reſpects; 
and whether there may not be ſomething 4a the ſame 
Kind, mutatis matandis, by our Ditfentin; g Separation, 


t. ſee no abſurdity at all in ſuppoſing. 874% invitia 
d  Spevbis. Without doubt in this Caſe the Parties are 
ſe Checks one upon another, and are mutually reſtrain- 


ec Ted within the Bounds of Decency more, and perhaps 
Y  Fencited' to greater Regularities and Diligence; and 
r certainly to make this Suppoſition, is nothing but 
© oF ” conſidering human Nature as büman Nature. Fbil. 1. 
15 —1 8. | 

I, think it is evident; chat Whatever care dere is | 
taken for the Obſervation of the Lord” s:day, and the 

5 | Frequent preaching in the Churches, is owing to the 
| 1 Influence of the Diſſenters; for in the Laudean Times 
1 * "Tiritneſs in keeping the ird af and Afternoon 
J 


; 1 4590 even more lately, ſome af the High- ch 
IF 2 can't forbear ſhowing how little chey | 
either of theſe. And were the Diſſenting Intereſt to 
1 fink, there is too much reaſon to fear, that the Inte- 
i » reſt of practical Religion a ſink with it to a very 
pe, low 
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Es, were looked upon as Marks of Puriraniſm ; 4 4 
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low Ebb. Great numbers of the Clergy, eſpecially 
in the Country, would excuſe themſelves of the Trou- 
ble of preaching; and though even now, there are 4 
complaints of great Irregularities among too many of w 
dem, they would then be apt to, Tak fl enen Li- 
ie Diſlenting: Intereſt. a pears important, w 
and therefore I would do all in my 2 for its ap- 9 
Port; and I offer what follows for this Reaſon. 
But it may be ſuggeſted here, my Undertaking is 
needleſs, others having gone before me and antici- | 
pated and prevented me. If I thought fo, 1 would 1 
not be ſo weak as actum agere, or ſo impertinent 3 
as to faut the World with. A Need not. 5 on, 


81 


if Fame Mins true, that Writes bas: ſince. <a con- 
formed himſelf; and conſequently is an Inſtance, that 

to know the Principles of the Diſſenters, and approve 
them, and commend them, and yet to deſert them; and _ 
alt in defiance of them, are Things that may be found . 
in one Man. In his ſecond Obſeryation I agree wWitn 
"kin, as will be ſeen hereafter. There are ſeveral 
Weakneſſes in that Writer, which have been taken = 
Notice, of by ſome that have followed him, and an:: 
madverted upon with ſufficient Severity. The firſt 


of theſe Papers, galled, True and. impartial. Thoughts, c 
Sc. cannot be ſufficiently commended, ſor the Au- 
4 
thor's ſerious Spirit, his Zeal for practical Relig 3 
and his earneſt Endeavours to excite our 777 unger Mi- 
niſters to exert themſelves that Way: He wiſely = " 


Tia obſerves, that the Cauſe of ſcrious Religion, 1 
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the Original, and muſt e e Support of our 
Cauſe, p. 6. nd upon this Foundation he has built 


* a great many excellent and very judicious Advices. I 


bl his Counſels may have the good Effect which 


| FR Author deſigned in them. I ſhall add but little 
. o this Part of his Performance. He has pointed out 
what ſhould be the Subjes of miniſterial Inſtruction, 


and with what Spirit Miniſters ſhould act. What 
may be ſuggeſted further, relates to the Manner of 
Polpit Diſcourſes. In my Opinion, it would contri- 
bute not a little to the Succeſs of them in popular Au- 
urries, if there was a gat Manner in them. It has 


1 | cot an awkward Air for a Man to be abſolutely. tied 


wn to what lies in his Paper before him; and yetit 


| is neceſſary to have ſomething, to prevent the ill Con- 


Tequences of looſe extempore Diſcourſes. What I 


Tei therefore: humbly propoſe, is this : Young 


Preachers ſhould: compoſe their Diſcourſes in their 


; | Cloſets, with all the Exactneſs and Care they are ca- 


pable of; but not of ſufficient Length to laſt them 


the whole of the Time allotted for this Part of pub- 


lick Worſhip; and that this Defect ſhould be ſup- 


plied, by enlarging, illuſtrating, and urging the ſe- 
veral Parts of their Diſcourſe in a free Way, ac- 
7 cording: as: the Subject, and the preſent Temper of 
= Minds ſuggeſted to them. In this Way, I think, 


they might avoid all the ill Conſequences of meer 


4 extempore Diſcourſes on the one hand, and the 
ki Coldneſs, Dryneſs, and Formality of Harangue on 
te other; ——Beſides, it will be uſeful and juſt to 


give, and keep to the exact and critical Senſe of their 
Text; but at mT ſame time avoiding all the Show 
ang Labour of a critical Diſcuſſion. — In Paſſages 


” 2 of :Seripture that are produced as Proofs, or occaſi- 


e only, it is certainly neceſſary to keep as near 


1 as poſſible to the Senſe the Place bears in its own. 


Context. The allaſive Manner of quoting Texts, 


* a fe Cuſtom of expreſſing our Senſe in Scripture. 


8 Fuge, 


28] 


abſurd Conceptions in Religion have ſprung from it. 


poſe uſed by many,———l ſhall only. ſay further bere, 


pit; and I bumbly think, that our young Miniſters, 


amongſt us da in a diſtinguiſhed Manner; we might 


forth more in our Societies. But, in my Opinion, 


general Thing. The Author of Free Thoughts has 


Intermarriagesz Complaiſance to Friends; and a 
Diſreliſh of ſerious Piety; a Sceptical Spirit, when 
we and Chriſtianity are deſerted together. I ſhall not 
enlarge upon theſe, but add to them what ſeems t me 

further neceſſar yx. Many 


that the faſbianable Study of the Claſſics, may do very 
well as an Amuſement, and as an Ornament for polite © 
Canverſalion but as it is managed hy ſome, is a 
mean Qualiſi cation of one that ſpeaks from the Pul- * 


Who ſpend the Chief of their Time in thoſe Studies, 
might eaſily direct them into a Channel that would * 
better fit them for acceptableneſs and ſucceſs in theit 
Sermons. The other Parts of miniſterial Conduct, 

have been excellently, and with an admirable Spirit, 
ſtated and urged, in a Sermon by Mr, Saame, which 
is highly worth every Miniſters ſerious Thoughts. 
Were aur Miniſters; to act univerſally according to 
the Advices given by theſe two Authors, as many _ 


reaſonab] y hope, that a ſerious Spirit would break 7 4 
ſomething elſe is to be conſidered, when we are enu- | 


merating the Occaſions of the Decay of. the Diflent- ' 
ing Intereſt, as that Decay is only a local and not a 


mentioned ſome of cheſe; ſuch as the Prefermenta ia 
the State, which are only to Be nad by conforming : 


—— 


Pbraſe, where it has not been done judiciouſiy, ang 
- according to this Rule, has, I am perſwaded, done a 

great deal of Hurt. It has led People into wrong f 
Firdrpretariags of ſuch Places; and ſometimes. very | 


A A iffuſe Style, where a Man can come at it, 
is certainly the beſt for the Pulpit. The Cuſtom 
of dilating upon Places occaſionally quoted, when 
they are not wracked, and the Subject forgotten by 
that Means, has been very happily and to good Pur- 
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Many of the Particulars:I am about to ſpeak of, 
Many as while our Miniſters. are fallible imper- 
PT Marks Men, and our People are ſo too; and we — 
Mixture of good and bad in our Societies, we muſt 
Y nor expect to be entirely exempt from. I do not in- 
tend them as Reproac bes, but as 1 aud friendly Hints 
1 | hp If by look ing every Man into his own 'Spirip 

and Conduct, or abroad into the World about us, we 
find that either what I mention is not Fact, or that 
he Effects I aſcribe to them do not really ſpring 
from them, no hurt is done. It is only my Labour 
12 But if we fin what is alledged = be true, 
f mo I would hope, and defire, is, that, as we would 
not make that indeed a general Decay which is now 
—lacal-only, and bring Ruin upon our Cauſe (I ſpeak to 
duch as are heartily concerned for its Support) we 
would univerſally, as much as in us lies, guard againſt 
them, and ſo prevent thoſe ill Conſequences ; for we 
are far from being in a deſperate hopeleſs Way. 
The frft Thing 1 which I would mention, is an Error 
in Point of Education, which ſome People run into; 
I mean, the putting their Children under the Inſtru- 
5 — of High · church School-maſters. It may ſeem, 
4 » 8 to learn Writing and Accounts, Latin, and 
Crest, has nothing to do with this Matter, and we 
7 way learn them any where ſafely enough. And were 
Me ſure that the Teachers would never intermeddle in 
: any Thing elſe, ſo we might. But of this we can hardly 
ever be ſure. For though the Maſters may have ſ 
5 A auch Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs as to confine e e 
meerly to what they undertake to do; yet their hot! 
beaded Uſpers, who are uſually juſt come warm from 
tbe Univerſities, and have not had knowledge enough 


Known where a great deal of Ill bas been done this 
Way. And for-my Part, I had a thouſand times 
9 . Wy oy could write n an awkward ane 


„ 
9 
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iv of the World to cool them, may do the ſame Miſchief * > © © 
wore effectually, and can never be relied on. I have 


Il 


or knew no more of Latin tham his Mother, than 
that for the Sake of: Skilbiythem, he ſnõuld run the 
Eyed of being poiſoned and corrupted in his reli- 
u Prisciples, We chdught it a very unnatural | 
Eee die upon us by che Schiſm Acty which too 
7 <q thy us our: Privilege of educating: our Chili. 
dred; and methins, e ſhould not tamely and © 
fooliſhly do almoſt the ſame Thing that Act aimed 
at, by voluntarily putting our Children under/ſfuch 
fort of Tuition: Though the Contrivers of that Act 
did it to their erernal Infamy; yet in this they acted 
a wwiſe and» confitent Pari, king thereby the likelieſt 
Step to ſuppreſs our Intereſt. And ſhall we, who” 
are ſenſible of their View in it, by taking much the 
ſame Steps, be contributing towards the Accomm = 
pliſhment of it? I would nor therefore, where there 
was any Opportunity of avoiding it, ſend a Child 
to. a Tory School, ſo much as to ſearn his A, B, C. 
And as mioſtiof the Free-Schools in England, as far 
as I have had Opportunity of obſerving, are fallen 
to ſuch; Hands, a better Step, in my Opinion, can- 
not be taken, than to eſtabliſh a School in our own 
Way, in as many of the confiderable; Towte inthe 
Kingdom as we can. This Matter, I am ſure, de- 
ſerves ſome ſerious Thoughts, What has been faid, 
relates chiefly to the Country, and to thoſe who are 
deſigned only for a Lay- Life; 4nd may be extended 
alſo to take in the Education of our Girls as wel! 
n,, ti dgoon 6% 974190454 BY 
Another Thing, Which has contributed: to this local 
* of our Intereſt, has been the Decay of ade 
= in ferergh;Plares: That Trade is a arne Thing, 1 
ſometimes encreaſing, ſometimes decreaſing, every 
1 Body knows: As alſo, that there are Places in Zug- 
5 formerly of great Buſineſs, which have aoWẽ 0ũ81 
ſcarce any. The Conſequence of the Loſs of Trade, 
is a Decreaſecof the Number of Inhabitants.» Now, k 
every one knows, rhat ccthe Strength of dur Pt. I 
'F ies 
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lies amongęſt che ag and ttading People 3 and 
1 * E here Trade ic) Populon 34, oh in 
2 Place, dur Mectings'imiuſt be expected ta grow 
emptier there. Nothing is more obvious than this. 
5 & | And this Qbſervation, has been confitmed F act in 
4 1 the two. Squthern Counties, in which Trade is pro- 
1 © digiouſly ſunk from) what it was; and Where, if I 
miſtake not, the greateſt Part of the Decay lies. 
Ssocmetimes our Societies have ſuffered hy * Inſuft 
5 e Immorality; and Neglects of our! Miniſters. 
This is a Caſe, ade Pibleſs God, has but rarely 

| Thappened-an zongit-us, eſpecially. as to Inmartlitiess 
but it would be great Wrakneſs and Partiality, to 
< ſay it never has. All Pepple are certainly not qua, 
lified hy Nature for the inſtructing; others; and 

1 | oo there is a Defect;-in, Nature, Edocation can | 


tu. —— 


© Fnever-ſupplyithe Deiget. There is & great Variety, 
indeed, in Men's Talents $. and every: one who das 


but mean ones, [malt not he immediately ſet! aſide; 
1 ifor; we may find out Socigties for ſuch, of their own 
Standard, among whom they mayndo good; But 
Where a Man has not the natural Capacity of diſtin- 
1 guiſhing Truth from Falſhood, Proper from Impro- 
per, and is not apt lo tegtb. he hold never be ad- 
3 mitted into a Pulpit. The Way to prevent this, 
would be, not to bring vp ſuch for the Miniſtry ; nor 
co admit them into it — W e ve do not 
Abate of a proper Exaetneß in this Matter, and for- 

get the apoſtolic Rule, 1 77 In. v. 22. As to Immora- 
Niies and groſs. NMaligencet in miniſterial Work, the 
| = always have it in their Power to freg them- 
_ elves, from the Burden of ſuch a Manz: and by 4 
prudent exerting, of it, may prevent the ill Conſę- 


1 dences that would otherwiſe follow and thould be 
Incour aged to do i e 557 mt: hin a6da bug nt 

It falls in natura ly here to obſerve anther: Circum- 
„ | Worce, which has in; ſome. Caſes done us no little Pre- 
* wag geen e our genre. mens ho 2 
%% x otch- 
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SrotcbsNitaſſterss!. 1'docinoxravean ſack 44 c e from 
thelr owỹñœ Councty, with good Characters and pro- 
. Recommendations. 1 ſhould be ready to he, 
s cheſe all rhe Reſpect their perſonal Merit requires. 
Hut in other Caſes, I think, we are tod complai- 
Ant abundantly)ro ſuch Men, when we neglect Per- 
Tohis of” our own: Country, whoſe Education, Spirit, 
and. Conduct we have the beſt Opportunities of 
knoin for rheir Sales. They will hardly return 

Hplimentcin Scotland, It is a foolith Humour 

| try Sm f our: Jocieties: td be engaged by the Noiſe 1 
and Wheedle of theſe People. K — — in Truth; they 
are. very rately":eut out for any Uſefulneſs amongſt 
us. The Power of their Kirk-Seſſions, Pregbyre- 
ies, Oc. runs xb much in their Heads; and the ge- 
| heal Fire ef their Tempers is too great, te fie them 
£0' deal with? Egli Conſtitutions; and to act upon 
DPiſſentin Ee And tb fpeak a plain Truch, 
if We lock abroad about us, weſhall find, I believe, 
chat they have dene much more Miſchief than Good 4 
urtiongſo us, "hight ſhould make us more cautious for © 
Time es dee! MADISON FRUTZIEI 2 | 

In eb ne; Caſts, 2 Neglect of the ri e- 
Aer on Has been of confiderable Difſervice C — 28 
 Inflajices Wil "make What I mean here very plain. 
It har forhetiries happened, chat the younger Par: ® 
of ia Congregation has been defirous of ſome Alte. 
ration in- ke Common Method of unte 1 =, 
Which has been oppoſed by the elder Part how A 
Raſhes and Fire TIA when they "bath k 
= Fhlegm and Stiffneſs of che old Peggy would 50% 9 
—_ _ £20 Taps at all, has broke fofth/into ruinotis Steps. A 
= ib K, When fear upon the Whole 0 
ot th&"'Yotith Hive been diffatisfied with the Min! 
ſter, and char with reaſon too, and have fete} vl . 
maintain a Joint Paſtor at theit on pro er Ong 
id yet the Tetilot Part has refuſed” bau 1 
mow" Motion," 9 ©" eie S 
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un dogeſt wesk Mab s for that was the Caſe. Now, 
. Zaumy Opinion, in ſuch like Caſes, we ought ta take 
” More Notice ef the riſing Generation, and ſhew a 
Frester Regard to them ; or elſe, how can we en- 
"He that our Cauſe ſhould ſurvive our own Day? 

- 7, Semetimies:the'Management, when Vacancies hap- 
„pen in Congregations, in order to the filling them, 
f > fuch as to do Miſchief. Any Thing that en- 
1 Fremches upon our fundamental Principles; namely, 
r #he Right of the People to chooſe their own Mmt- 
e MKers, muſt: tend to do us Hurt. Where an obſtinacy 
of Temper. or. ſuperiority of Circumſtances in ſome one 
J particular Member; any artſul Caballing among 
- "Ihe People; or imermeddling by Miniſters, further 
than meer Counſel when defired to give it 3 Influ- 
n ences more than is meet, to procure a fair Majority 
n in the Choice; if it does not break out into open 


Pneaſineſſes and Diſcontents as can never have any 
d good Iſſue. And as often a long Train of Miſchiets 
or F found to follow, when a People proceed rafbly to à 
Phboice, or fix upon a Perſon with whom they have 
1 


nn. Make a Propofal, which, if it can be put in practice, 


ut will, b hope, go near to prevent them; and at leaſt 


te- ay be ol uſe in Country Places. It is this: That 
1s, here be -fixed in every County in England, one or 
he ore Supernumeraries. Many Advantages. would, I 
he! Ipprehend, attend this Scheme. They: will be ready 
10. * ſupply, upon occaſional Neceſſities, as the Ab- 
- [ence or Sickneſs of a fix d Paſtor: This will give 
V chem An Opportunity of being acquainted with the 


ned; they might be filled up; if the Congre- 


FT: E 1 


varrels and Diviſtons, yet will occafion ſuch ſecret 


e. hot a competent Degree of Arquaintance, or at Jeaft 
ro. de run a great Hazard of them, I would humbly 


ation and fuch à Perſon could | E im it, much 


* 


3 ... rr 24 a - 11 5 . 3 
mi- Congregation in the Neighbourhood, and the Con- 
to Pregation with them; and therefore if Vacancies 


Ln 
e TT! 
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to the young Gentleman. I am aware there are F 
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that Venture that is done when a Miniſter and his Pev. "K 
ple are entire Strangers to one another. Till ſuch Op- ih 
portunity happened, a young Man that had juſt left WM 


the Academy, might ſpend his Time in ſuch occaſi- 
onal Services; and ſometimes in the Family of 


one Miniſter, ſometimes in that of another, much 
to his own Improvement; for there are very few *'® 
among us, indeed, from whoſe Converſation, Pul- W 
pit Diſcourſes, and miniſterial Conduct, a capable, 
ſober, obſerving Perſon might not learn ſomething. l 
And the various Studies, Talents, and Turns of 
Men, would render this Method more beneficial ſtil! 


Diffi culties in this Scheme, and therefore Objections 
to be made againſt it: Chiefly theſe two: It will not K 
be found eaſy to perſwade the Parties concerned to # 


fall in with ſuch a Propoſal: Or, if they could, 


how ſhall the young Gentleman be maintained during 
his being in this Situation? To which I anſwer : ! 
verily believe, that if proper Perſwaſions were uſed, f 
there would be found ſome who would be ready to & 
make the Experiment. Certainly, Uſefulneſs, and L 
a Proſpect of fixing well and reputably amongſt us, 


4 
» - 


are much better conſulted this Way, than by living 


18 
idly in the City. And as to their Maintenance; if 1 
the Perſons I ſpeak of are in no Capacity of ſup- + 
porting themſelves, their occaſional Employ will do £ 
ſomething towards it. There are few Neighbour. *® 
hoods; in which there are not ſome Miniſters capable f 
of helping ſuch a Perſon as to his Board; and, I 5 
hope, few that are capable, but would be willing 1 


Allo, for the Sake of a publick Good. The Fund 


. the City. And I am informed this Courſe is generally * 


* alſo, one would hope, might employ ſomething this ! 


way, and fo carry on its own Deſign. After all, it 3 
aſſuredly cannot be more difficult for a Perſon to ſub · 1 
fiſt in ſuch a Country Situation, though he was unſet - 
tled, than it would be for him to do it unſettled in 


taken 1 


- 


* 
t. 


| 
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Tue in Scotland; where the ſeveral Cand idates for 


* Miniſtry, are, for the moſt Part, diſperſed up 
and down among the ſeveral Presbyteries. How- 


ver, if this Scheme be eſteemed impracticable and 


Ebimerical, yet the ſame End might be in a good 
ree anſwered, by proceeding upon Vacancies in 


the Country thus: Let thoſe Congregations, any of 
whoſe Members have ſufficient Acquaintance with 


the World, ſeek out for themſelves: But where they 


have not good Opportunities for that, let them en- 


gage the Advice and Afﬀiſtance of their neighbouring 


Miniſters, who by their perſonal Knowledge of their 
"Caſe, and Intimacy with other Miniſters, are beſt 
"qualified to help them. If this Method was cloſely 
kept to, much Evil would be prevented, and many 
1 that attend ſeeking Help at a diſtance, 


nleſs when it can be had no where elſe. 


| 1 There is an Error into which human Nature is 


y apt to fall, and will always do prejudice, eſpe- 


gially i in our Circumſtances. I mean a Spirit that has 
ſpmething prelatical in. it. If a Man aſſumes an Au- 
pority and Superiority over others, that has no juſt 
Foundation, it will always be diſguſting to thoſe it 
exerciſed over: And where, there may be ſome 
Foundation for it; from. ſuperior Age, or Piety and 
Learning (for we allow of no other Foundation, our 
Opinion being for a Parity between Miniſters in all 
geber Reſpefts) yer, if it appears in a ſupercilious Air, 
and affected Diſtances, it will always be inſupporta- 
ble. This one Fault will tarniſh a thouſand 


xcel- 
cies, and will do more Hurt than they may do 


| Ee Pride in gages and Miniſters will « ever 


in a Cauſe chat ir upon the volunt tary Acceſ- 85 


on of I 


riage of ſenior Miniſters towards ſuch as are juſt 


1 F publick: The Caſe. wien f Fourhs 
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has neither Law nor en, 
9 Tes great: deal 41% depends, amongſt us, upon. the 


1261 
ef conſiderable Merit and great Modaſty, is Nes 
much the ſame as with a aer Plant; a warin ant 
"Kiodly Sun, temperate Air, and proper. Watering, # 
will gouriſh it and bring it to Marufity but a nip- 

Froſt, 4 bleak Wind, Sc. will go very near to 
Kilb it, if they do not quite da it. Thus it is in the 
E mentioned: A ſenior Miniſter; who acts the 9 
Part of a Father, inſtils into them good Advice with . 
Tendrrneſi and Affeftion, countenances and encourages 
them, if he can do no more, will he a Means uf con- - 
firming them and xing them amongſt us 4. but if in- 
ſtead) df: this, they are treated with Severity, if they 1 
ſee deurthleſe, confident Fellows preferred before them, 
and eſpecially by they. have ill | Turns done them, ' and 4 
are illi dſed, they will certainly be diſcouraged, 5985 in 1 
danger to be driven from us. 4 4 
Our Moderativn in ſome Caſes has 3 Ii * 
the Pouit of occaſional Conformity, our Pleas: for it, 
and Practices of cit, 1 has; and, in other 
© Caſes, an iijudicious of talking about Modara · 
tion, has had the ſame Efett..: Mor ' Moderation ſignifies - z 
 diffenting peacenbly, maintaining a chatitable Spirit © 
towards euch we differ from, and giving them all idue 
Eſterm and Reſpect, and remem that we-do | 5 
not diſagree in Fundamentals, and laying no more 
ſtreſs upon the. Difference than the Merits of the 15 
| Cauſe require, is a certain Duty; and is generally + 
4 our. Practice ;, but: to think, or talk as if there waz = 
of Moment in the Debate, and to be folici- 
tous to bury: the Diſtinction between: us, is as cer · 
tainly a weakneſs and want of Jud Judgment, and Tam 
"0 Ras done us hurt. „ian N 1 2. 111 s 24) 100 
dumme have leſt us for! Reaſons not meducible tom) | 
ot the former Heads, bus, Diga t. at . Condudt 
of a Neighbour, a Friend, a Miniſter, Kkas throw. ® 
ems into the Boſora'of che Church, by which they 7 
think they: take 4 Revenge upah tha ole ary & 
1 When Men iq-conform, = 


oo 


ty ey n eber There will be no guardim 

ud 7 * Aglnſt this, while Men will not be brought to con. 
8. © before: they act. ' Some Jordid People run into the 
"= > Chvreh theenly” 6 ſave thei? Subſcriptions, © A: baſe 
to i Spirit! ' btlow-/Remark “ Some have confortned meber- 
ke y becauſe they did not know what they did. As 


he e that Gentlent##; who after he had taken Orders, when 


ol | 9 he had ben ſome Years amongſt us, denied, meerly 

an his'Tghotahce, that the Church inſiſted 
ul the Poſture F Kneeling in receiving the Communion... 
For a Ce 


> Paint, I'tannet fa any. Reader” thinks they do, 
1d + af tht Sh Declenfions areowitigto ſuch like Thi 
10 * as cheſe, J hope, if he ls a welt Wiſher to our Cauſe, 
ns will be ſo iſe as to guard againſt ſuch Mit onducts 
4 15 mſelf; and endeavour te prevent them, us für ' as 

is Influence. may teach. And after all, though it be 
allowed what thefe and ſueb Be Things have dome us 
a Putz, 4 & that the Diſfeniters may in ſome Places loſe 
es ground yet we are fat from being in 2 contemprible 
rit State, or going to tumble to Pieces. If ever fuck ah 
ut Event ſhould happen, which at preſent there is no 


do 3 manner of room to ns our- F all will be * to 
re our ſelves, . Mg 

he . The 9 1 

a 4 TI POSTSCRIPT. 


upon our Affairs, and yet was forgotten to be men- 
m tioned i N its roger Place, which therefore I ſhall 
., ©ſpeak a few to here. In many Caſes it has hap- 
oy. | peneqd that our y verde Miniſters have appeared in 

1 ner, too ſoam The Rule ef the Church of Eng. 
t © land for not admitting Perſons to Prieſts Orders before 
ey the Age of Twenty -fout, 18 certainly a very yiſe 
one, and deſerves imitation. If it was ſomething 
nm # later before Miniſters undertook publick Work, it 
e, would 


4 uſion; Whether or no the Fo 
I baz dect 9 will be thought to reach my 
"28 F 


Cl * There is one Thing that has had very bad Influence 


nr — 


world certainly be bettet * to Das it heforez, many 
Crudities and Weakneſſes in their Diſcourſes, man 
Indiſcretions and Follies in Conduct, Abe wy "FS 
fence/to wiſe and ſerious People, and ſomerimes have © 
driven away ſome from us, would be prevented ; 
when more Age, Study, and acquaintance with 
the World, had ripened. their Judgment, encreaſed 
their Knowledge, ce their Paſſions, and moderated 
their a they would act certainly much 
lefs. offenſively, and with more acceptance in their 
blick Stations. For the Sake of theſe very great 
Rs methinks every. one amongſt us ſhould. do What 
he can to prevent having our Pulpits filled by People =! 
Who are not of a competent Age; and particularly, 
Tutors, ſhould not excite and urge their Pupils to : 
preach ſo very early, but do rather hat they can to 
Dee ſuch an 7 5 when it diſcoyers it ſelf; 
and; this even in Youths of very prompt and forward 
Parts, for, if I miſtake not, ſuch. are liable at barg 
A to ſeveral Miſmanagements, which thoſe of a 
duller, ſlower Genius are 085 3 or at x Lal. wy 0 | 4 
"Oe and agfata] Mo: 59.13.03 gfiog 0 3 
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Boo Es lately printed fir JOHN GRAY, 
> of the Croſs-Keys in the Poultr 7. 


Sermon preached at the Ordination of the 
8 Reverend Mr. Thomas Amory and Mr, William 
Corniſd, at Taunton, Somerſetſhire, Of. 7, 1730. In 
which, among other Things, the true Notion 
preaching Chriſt, and the Decay of the Diſſenting 
Intereſt are briefly conſidered; with a large Preface 
concerning the Foundations of Morality, and the 
| Mexcellent Morals of the Goſpel. By Henry Grove. 
To which is added a Charge delivered on the ſame 
Occaſion. By Jobn Milner. Both publiſhed at the 
 *Requeſt' of the Miniſters then preſent. Price One 
T 
The Evidence for our Saviour's Reſurrection con- 
ſidered, with the Improvement of this important 
Doctrine. By Henry Grove. Price One Shilling. 
A Catechiſm; or, An Inſtruction in the Chriſtian 
Religion, by way of Queſtion and Anſwer. In Three 
Parts. 1. Of Religon in general, and of the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion in particular. 
2. Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 3. Of 
the Laws and Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Wrice Siz-pence./] = lf ts i, 
Some Thoughts upon "Chriſtian Zeal. As pro- 
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x 25 285 1730, at a Meeting of Miniſfers. And 
now publiſhed at the Requeſt of many, both Mini- 
ters and others, who heard it. By N. Warren, of 
Lranbrook, in the ſame County. Price Six-pence. 
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Anſwer-jo-the hjeftions of Mr. Wealfaw's: 


B e En the Miracles of our Savigur: i 


: 
| 

- 

. 


ane! l The Second Edition. Price 
Bing and Six-pence. 


e Diſſertation) on che Nattre of Here 
Laer of Truch and Peace. {fer the Hay which the) 
N 3 «all. Hereſy, -/o. uu the: Gad of \my. e Acts 
mi 14. Price Six- ae 0 nc TR 
The Works of the Reverend-and: Leamed 
by of Dublin. Being a compleat Cllectio Collecto 
+ Mak: er Street Sermons, and other Tracts 
Y 5 Which bave been alteady publiſhed!: Te which ate 
added, ſeveral other Sermum 3 4 Treatiſe of: 1 
cation, and a Parapbraſe on thoſe Paſſa 
 Feſtavieiit mhichehiefj relatt tei tha! 
E Fa Be rh 
8 1 0 5 ry Qritte 
=: entioned in the New Feſtameht, 
conſemed by Tang of ancient Aurhats, who were 
_ gohitenipoxary: with ouf Saviour or: his A poſtles or 
ech nchr. their Limes Withian, A con 
ing che Timerof Hue Death. BY N. Lardner. 
Edition, with Additions, gun. O Price 66. 
Miscellanea Sacra: Or a new Method of bonttter. 
ing {1a much af the! Hiftary of the! Apoſtles, as is 
contained in Scripture. Join an Abſtrahof their HHi⸗ 
_ Rarys an Abſtract a that Abfiraf and four:Criti- 
2 ys; with a Preface: F ti the 
wie; 2k. 2 /Vol Sogn? è 05 ore RN 
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